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THE scientific examination of documents as a branch of
forensic chemistry has been strangely neglected, and
hitherto there "hagJaaeH- no work dealing fully with the
sxijfijfect from al'fpoints'of view.
The present book is based upon personal experience
extending over many years, and includes the results of
a great variety of investigations on such subjects as the
composition and behaviour of inks, pencil pigments,
sealing wax, and other writing materials in connection
with their iise tjpoli documents. Some of these results
have been communicated to scientific societies and subse-
quently published in their journals, and so have had
the advantage of being discussed and criticised by
experts in the respective subjects. The questions of the
materials upon which the writing, typing or printing
appears, of handwriting, of finger-prints, photography and
microscopical examination are all inseparably connected
with the scientific examination of documents; and these
I have dealt with in due proportion to the whole subject,
bearing in mind works already available.
For the purpose of presenting expert evidence in legal
cases, criminal charges, the investigation of anonymous
letters, and the like, such studies are of material im-
portance, and, as little information on the chemical
questions involved was available, I had to make prolonged
laboratory experiments to obtain trustworthy results, and
these records should prove of service to others.
A b